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custom of supplying the dead with food and other
necessaries, and people worshipped their own fore-
fathers The agricultural Finnish people seemed
also to have worshipped idols at one time, and to
have sacrificial Chambers. The idea of an all-power-
ful God of Heaven is of late origin, and came first
from the influence of Christianity The name of
this deity meant the sky, and to the agricultural
peoples he was considered to be the brmger of
thunder and rain This conception is exactly similar
to the Vedic idea of the primitive Aryans, who dedi-
cated their Hymns to the forces of nature. The
ancient religious service of the Finnish consisted
principally of sacrifices of blood, inanimate objects,
and food. Another important functionary of reli-
gious life was the wizard, who used his knowledge
and skill to heal the sick, and discover stolen pro-
perties The essence of his art was a power to work
himself up to an exalted condition, by beating his
drum, when he finally lost consciousness, fell into
ecstacy, and fell to the ground. Then his spirit was
liberated from the shell of his body, and journeyed
to Heaven. It is needless to say, that all these
beliefs and customs are very similar to those of the
Ancient Hindus.
It was m 1809 that Finland was connected with
Russia as Grand Duchy, enjoying the widest auto-
nomy. Finland proclaimed her independence - on
December 6th, 1917, and she has now a House of